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QUICK TIPS 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 
 
This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint 
(version 2007 or newer) skills. Below is a list of 
commonly asked questions specific to this template.  
If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some 
template features may not work properly. 
 
Using the template 
 
Verifying the quality of your graphics 
Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your 
preferred magnification. This template is at 100% 
the size of the final poster. All text and graphics will 
be printed at 100% their size. To see what your 
poster will look like when printed, set the zoom to 
100% and evaluate the quality of all your graphics 
before you submit your poster for printing. 
 
Using the placeholders 
To add text to this template click inside a 
placeholder and type in or paste your text. To move 
a placeholder, click on it once (to select it), place 
your cursor on its frame and your cursor will change 
to this symbol:         Then, click once and drag it to 
its new location where you can resize it as needed. 
Additional placeholders can be found on the left 
side of this template. 
 
Modifying the layout 
This template was specifically designed for a 48x36 
tri-fold presentation. Its layout should not be 
changed or it may not fit on a standard board. It has 
a one foot column on the left, a 2 foot column in 
the middle and a 1 foot column on the right. 
The columns in the provided layout are fixed and 
cannot be moved but advanced users can modify any 
layout by going to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 
 
Importing text and graphics from external sources 
TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing 
placeholder or drag in a new placeholder from the 
left side of the template. Move it anywhere as 
needed. 
PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, 
click in it and insert a photo from the menu. 
TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an 
external document onto this poster template. To 
adjust  the way the text fits within the cells of a 
table that has been pasted, right-click on the table, 
click FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and 
change the INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25 
 
Modifying the color scheme 
To change the color scheme of this template go to 
the “Design” menu and click on “Colors”. You can 
choose from the provide color combinations or you 






QUICK DESIGN GUIDE 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 
 
This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 
tri-fold presentation  poster. It will save you 
valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, and 
graphics.  
 
Use it to create your presentation. Then send it to 
PosterPresentations.com for premium quality, same 
day affordable printing. 
 
We provide a series of online tutorials that will 
guide you through the poster design process and 
answer your poster production questions.  
 
View our online tutorials at: 
 http://bit.ly/Poster_creation_help  
(copy and paste the link into your web browser). 
 
For assistance and to order your printed poster call 





Use the placeholders provided below to add new 
elements to your poster: Drag a placeholder onto 
the poster area, size it, and click it to edit. 
 
Section Header placeholder 
Move this preformatted section header placeholder 
to the poster area to add another section header. 
Use section headers to separate topics or concepts 





Move this preformatted text placeholder to the 






Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size 
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Is Standard English a tool for Discrimination?  
 
• This project uses research in composition 
studies, critical pedagogy, and archival 
research to address the prevalence of 
Standard English in course descriptions in 
UNC first-year composition (FYC) courses 
ENG 122 and 122. 
•  This research seeks to determine whether 
or not the marginalizing and systemically 
racist structure of Standard English derived 
from Harvard’s English standards in the 
1890’s has effected UNC’s curriculum from 
1910-2020.  
• Research from critical pedagogy shows that 
the foundation of Standard Academic 
English (SAE) in the United States has 
explicit ties to racist and discriminatory 
practices, and this research traces UNC’s  
outward attitude toward student writing 
and potential areas where, throughout the 
past century, UNC has or still does reflect 
old, marginalizing notions of SAE usage in 
the classroom.  
 
Abstract 
Goals and Objectives 
Primary Materials:  
Primary research consists of a sampling of UNC 
course catalogs from 1910-2020. I analyzed and 
coded the FYC course descriptions for the following 
years: 
• 1910-1911  
• 1919-1920  
• 1929-1930  
• 1950  
• 1959-1960  
• 1977-1978  
• 1980  
• 1989-1990  
• 2000  
• 2010  
• 2020  
I coded these entries according to how much they 
displayed the elements of discriminatory/ 
marginalizing pedagogical practice that my 
secondary research suggests has been happening in 
the United States during this period.  
Methods and Materials 
• From 1910-1929, the University of Northern Colorado, then known as the Normal School 
of Colorado, explicitly declared the ideology of their education and English majors to be 
focused on moral training and teaching students how to be “proper citizens.” 
• The social Darwinism and borderline German Idealistic ideology that he Normal 
School explicitly states points to early English education at UNC which rests on 
racist and classist ideology.  
• The 1950’s catalogs bring an end to the explicit mention of these goals; however, the 
course catalog descriptions made by the English department only change significantly in 
2017—over a century later.  
• Keeping this ideological basis in mind, my observations of how little the course 
descriptions for freshman English age changed until 2017 since 1911 point to a concerning 
fact that while the university has re-branded itself to appear focused only on career 
preparation and practical knowledge, the practices of teaching English remain almost the 






• Composition scholars at UNC and every 
American school should question and be 
willing to actively challenge the status 
quo in the department and our own 
courses.  
• The UNC English department still had 
work to do when it comes to making our 
writing standards more equitable. We 
need to continue to implement 
antiracist strategies to our FYC courses 
in order to mitigate the ghost of 
marginalization that comes with SAE.  
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• Question long-held assumptions 
about matters of correctness in 
student writing  
• Investigate the history of the UNC 
English department, especially 
ways in which we can move away 
from potentially marginalizing 
practices  
• Strategize ways in which we can 
address systemic racism in the 
UNC English department by 
reflecting on the department’s 
past.  
Holly Rae Hunt: English Department 
Secondary Sources:  
I used secondary sources to 
interpret the archival documents 
that I recovered.  
• Sharon Crowley’s “The Invention 
of Freshman English”  
• A history of Freshman 
English courses which 
traces our current 
language standards to 
Harvard  
• Laura Lisabeth’s “White Fears of 
Possession”  
• SAE has been used as a 
tool of white possession 
and marginalization of 
other groups from public 
discourse 
• Bill Reading’s University In Ruins  
• An account for the 
economic and cultural 
shifts the American 
University has experienced 
since its foundation  
